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1. PRESS SOURCES IN BANGKOK HAVE INFORMED EMBASSY THAT AT ABOUT 
1400 APR 21 GEN CHALAT HIRANYASIRI, LEADER OF ABORTIVE COUP 
D'ETAT OP MAR 26, WAS EXECUTED. POUR OTHER RINGLEADERS OF 

COUP (LTC SAN AN KHACHONPRASAT, MAI BUNLOET KAEOPRASIT, MAI 
WISIT KHONPRASOET, AND MAJ ATSAWIN HIRANYASIRI) WERE SENTENCED 
TO LIFE IMPRISONMENT. BRITISH EMBASSY HAS OBTAINED SEPARATE 
CONFIRMATION OF EXECUTION. BASIS FOR EXECUTION WAS ARTICLE 21 OF 
CONSTITUTION, WHICH REQUIRES THE PRIME MINISTER'S PERSONAL 
APPROVAL. 

2. BANGKOK WORLD APR 21 STATES PMAC MET AT 1000 TO DISCUSS 
ABORTIVE COUP OF MAR 26. 
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3. TIMING OF DECISION TO EXECUTE GEN CHALAT (WHICH HAD BEEN 
PREDICTED BY NUMEROUS THAI MILITARY AFTER CHALAT REPORTEDLY SHOT 
AND KILLED MG ARUN THAWATHASIN DURING COUP) MAY BE EXPLAINED BY 
IMPENDING DEPARTURE OF GENERAL KRIANGSAK CHAMANAN FOR TWO 
WEEK VISIT TO U.S. EVENING OF APR 21. IN THIS READING, THIS IS 

ONE PIECE OF BUSINESS WHICH KRIANGSAK COULD NOT RPT NOT HAVE LEFT 
UNDONE. EXECUTION OF GEN CHALAT WOULD ALSO EXPLAIN, AT LEAST 
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IN PART, OTHERWISE PUZZLING DECLARATION OE PARTIAL ALERT OF ALL 
MILITARY AND POLICE UNITS IN BANGKOK, ORDERED APR 19 BY GEN SOEM 
NA NAKHON, IN HIS CAPACITY AS PAACEKEEPING DIRECTOR FOR BANGKOK. 
REASON OFFICIALLY GIVEN FOR ORDER WAS THAT IT WAS A PRECAUTIONARY 
MEASURE, BUT SITUATION IN BANGKOK IS NORMAL, AND NO RPT NO 
UNUSUAL TROOP MOVEMENTS HAVE BEEN REPORTED. 

4. GEN KRIANGSAK CHAMANAN, DEPUTY SUPREME COMMANDER AND SECRETARY 
GENERAL OF THE PRIME MINISTER'S ADVISORY COUNCIL, TOLD 

PRESS AFTERNOON OF APR 20 THAT ALERT WAS NOT RPT NOT REALLY 
NEW, AS IT HAD BEEN IN EFFECT SINCE ABORTIVE COUP ATTEMPT OF 
MAR 26. HE TOLD PRESS HIS DEPARTURE FOR U.S. EVENING OF APR 
21 WOULD NOT RPT NOT BE AFFECTED BY PARTIAL ALERT. 

5. EXECUTION OF GEN CHALAT MAY BE SOMEHOW RELATED TO THE WAVE 

OF RUMORS IN BANGKOK OF IMPENDING CHANGES IN CABINET. RUMORS WERE 
HEIGHTENED BY FACT THAT PRIME MINISTER THANIN DID NOT RPT NOT 
APPEAR AT RECEPTION HE WAS SCHEDULED TO HOST EVENING OF APR 
20 ON OCCASION OF OPENING SESSION OF ESCAP. REASON GIVEN FOR 
THANIN'S NON-APPEARANCE WAS THAT HE HAD BEEN SUMMONED TO PALACE 
FOR AUDIENCE WITH KING. 

6. COMMENT: COINCIDENCE OF EXECUTION OF GEN CHALAT AND POSSIBLE 
CHANGES IN CABINET APPEARS GENUINELY FORTUITOUS, BUT RESULT 
HAS BEEN THAT INDICATORS OF EACH EVENT HAVE TENDED TO BE MIXED 
UP. THANIN AND HIS CABINET WILL HAVE BEEN IN OFFICE SIX MONTHS 
ON APR 22, AND IT HAS LONG BEEN INTENTION OF PMAC TO CONSIDER 
HOW WELL CABINET HAS PERFORMED AFTER ITS INITIAL SIX MONTHS IN 
OFFICE. RUMORS HAVE IT THAT SOME FIGURES IN PMAC ARE PRESSING FOR 
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CHANGE OF UP TO SIX CABINET MINISTERS, WITH THANIN AGREEING 
TO CHANGE THREE, AND BARGAINING CONTINUING. 

7. THAI SOCIETY IS GENERALLY VERY OPEN, AND COMING EVENTS 
NORMALLY CAST THEIR SHADOWS WELL IN ADVANCE. HOWEVER, EXECUTION 
OF CHALAT HAS DEMONSTRATED THAT THAI CAN KEEP A SECRET WHEN THEY 
WANT TO, AND REPORTED PRESSURE FROM PMAC FOR CABINET CHANGES HAS 
ALSO BEEN RELATIVELY WELL-KEPT AND OUT OF PUBLIC VIEW. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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